
 1 

                          Check against delivery  

Advocate green and low-carbon economy and facilitate sustainable urban development  

——Keynote Speech of Vice Director Jiang Wei at 2013 Macau International Environmental Cooperation Forum & 

Exhibition 

 

Respected Mr. Chui Sai On, the Chief Executive of Macau Special Administrative Region of the People's 

Republic of China, respected guests, ladies and gentlemen,  

Good morning! It is a great honor for me on behalf of Minister Zhou Shengxian of Ministry of 

Environmental Protection of the People's Republic of China to attend the “2013 Macau International 

Environmental Cooperation Forum & Exhibition”. I am very glad to gather together with all friends in the 

spring in Macau, a city with long history, unique culture and beautiful landscape. Here, please allow on 

behalf of MEP Minister Zhou Shengxian to extend warm congratulations to successful opening of the 

Forum and Exhibition! 

Next, I would like taking this opportunity to briefly introduce the achievements of environmental 

protection in the mainland of China.  

With the Outlook on Scientific Development as the guidelines, the 18
th

 National Congress of 

Communist Party of China identifies the ecological civilization as one of the five overall arrangements for 

pursuing the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics which include economic, political, cultural, 

social and ecological civilization development. It emphasizes that we should cherish nature, actively 

protect ecology and strive for the new era of socialism towards ecological civilization.  

Environmental protection is the main platform and fundamental measure for development of 

ecological civilization. In the past few years, the Chinese Government has attached great importance to 

environmental protection, put forward a series of strategies such as development of ecological civilization, 

ecological restoration of rivers and lakes, promotion of historic transformations of environmental 

protection and exploration of new path to environmental protection. It has issued a series of major 

decisions and arrangements and facilitated important changes of environmental protection of our country 

from understanding to practice.  

1) Optimizing economic development by environmental protection. In 2012, Ministry of 
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Environmental Protection had returned, rejected or suspended review and approval of the EIS of 24 

construction projects failing to meet relevant requirements involving total investment of over 100 billion 

yuan.  

2) Promoting emission reduction and deepening prevention and control of pollution. The State 

Council has approved the “12
th

 Five-Year Plan for Prevention and Control of Air Pollution of Key 

Regions” to ensure 5% reduction of annual average PM2.5 concentration in key regions and 6% reduction 

in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei, the Yangtze River delta and Pearl River delta by 2015.  

3) Addressing prominent environmental problems and improving public welfare. Ministry of 

Environmental Protection has issued the newly revised Ambient Air Quality Standard. According to the 

schedule, the commencement of monitoring of new pollution indicators such as PM2.5 and O3 is 2012 for 

key regions such as Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei, the Yangtze River delta and Pearl River delta, municipalities 

and provincial capital city 2013 for Key Cities on Environmental Protection and National Model Cities on 

Environmental Protection, and 2015 for all cities at or above prefecture level. The standard will be 

implemented across the country as of January 1, 2016.  

4) Strengthen ecological construction and rural environmental protection. The Chinese Government 

has established the China National Committee on Construction of Biodiversity and approved the China 

Biodiversity Conservation Strategy and Action Plan (2011 － 2030). China has completed the 

investigations on soil pollution across the country.  

In the next few years, with the development of ecological civilization as the goal and building 

beautiful China as the objective, we will address prominent environmental problems affecting scientific 

development and threatening public health; actively explore the new path to environmental protection that 

protects the environment in the process of development and develops economy in the process of 

environmental protection; promote the strategic transformation of environmental management, and act as 

the leader, promoter and enforcer for development of ecological civilization. We will do well the 

following activities: 

First, creating highlights. Emission reduction is the highlight of environmental protection. The 
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release and implementation of new Ambient Air Quality Standard is also a highlight and momentum for 

facilitating the development of environmental protection cause. In the future, we will make more efforts 

in emission reduction, successfully implement ambient air quality standard with reform and innovation, 

and continually create new highlights in all fields of environmental protection.  

Second, focusing on the priority. Addressing prominent environmental problems affecting scientific 

development and threatening public health has always been the priority of environmental protection work. 

We will give play to the functions of environmental protection in macro regulation; play an active role in 

curbing the construction projects with high consumption of energy, high emission or resource oriented, 

low-level redundant construction projects as well as projects with excessive production capacity; and pool 

resources to address environmental problems affecting public welfare such as drinking water, heavy 

metals, chemicals, hazardous waste and POPs.  

Third, making breakthrough in difficult issues. It has always been a difficult task to correctly handle 

the relations between economic development and environmental protection. We must adhere to the policy 

of environmental protection in the process of development and development in the process of 

environmental protection, optimize economic development by environmental protection and facilitate the 

coordination and harmony between environmental protection and economic development.  

Fourth, addressing hot issues. The prevention and control of PM2.5 pollution is a hot issue of current 

environmental protection work. Early in 2013, there was repeated and long-time haze and smog in some 

parts of China. The air quality of many cities had dramatic decline, some even suffering serious pollution. 

Ministry of Environmental Protection has presented clear requirements in areas such as strengthening 

monitoring of air quality, release monitoring data in time, implementation of emergency response 

program under heavy-polluting weather and successful prevention and control of air pollution focusing on 

PM2.5. Adhering to the policy of “Openness, transparency and commitment”, Ministry of Environmental 

Protection will organize successful monitoring of PM2.5 and information release in time. Meanwhile, 

focusing on the control of PM2.5, Ministry of Environmental Protection will continuously facilitate 

prevention and control of air pollution and improve ambient air quality.  
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Dear friends, this year is the sixth Macau International Environmental Cooperation Forum & 

Exhibition. With “Sustainable Cities ─ The Way Towards A Green Future” as the theme, “2013 Macau 

International Environmental Cooperation Forum & Exhibition” will facilitate common efforts of 

international communities to promote the development of low carbon society and the goal of protection of 

the environment and nature as well as happy life.      

Cities are the center of economic and social development and create huge amount of material wealth 

for human beings. Meanwhile, rapid urban development has paid high cost. Environmental problems 

seriously constrain healthy development of urbanization. Therefore, we will abandon traditional extensive 

urbanization mode, and make a development path for sustainable development of cities. Developing green 

and low carbon cities becomes the consensus of international communities and a major challenge for us. 

We will strengthen comprehensive coordination, advocate green and low carbon economy and take 

measures in the following four areas to raise the capacity of Chinese cities in sustainable development.  

1) Consolidating the legal status of urban planning, we will develop and implement mid and 

long-term plan for urban environment. We will gradually implement legislation on urban environmental 

protection, carry out environmental impact assessment of master plan of urban development of Major 

Cities on Environmental Protection, explore the development of master plan for urban environmental 

protection, take urban environmental protection plan as an important foundation for urban economic and 

social development, and appropriately identify the direction and scale of urban development.  

2) Focusing on the development of National Model Cities on Environmental Protection, we will 

continuously deepen our work on urban environmental protection. We will give full play to the 

demonstration role of National Model Cities on Environmental Protection, carry out trial work on 

“reducing total amount of pollutants and increasing environment carrying capacity” of cities and make 

more people satisfied with urban environment.  

3) Focusing on prevention and control of PM2.5 pollution, we will promote prevention and control of 

urban air pollution. We will carry out urban clean air action, further prevent and control vehicle pollution, 

implement the new Ambient Air Quality Standard in different stages across the country, require and 
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facilitate all cities meeting air quality standard, improve the mechanism for joint prevention and control 

of regional air pollution, facilitate synergy control of several kinds of pollutants, and successfully respond 

to air pollution events under extremely unfavorable weather conditions.  

4) Carrying out classified guidance for urban environmental management, develop circular economy 

and accelerate the development of environment-friendly cities. We will develop environmental protection 

strategy based on urban characteristics, conditions and development level. We will make overall plan for 

the construction of environment infrastructure for sewage, garbage and hazardous waste treatment in 

cities and rural areas. We will promote green consumption, accelerate the development of low carbon 

cities, improve the system for disclosure of urban environment information and facilitate public 

participation.  

The government of Macau Special Administrative Region has adhered to environmental protection, 

especially advocating green and low carbon society and sustainable urban development and made 

remarkable achievements. We appreciate the great efforts of the government of Macau Special 

Administrative Region and Macau Environmental Protection Bureau in this field.       

Friends,  

It is my belief that with common efforts, this Forum will greatly facilitate common understanding 

and cooperation. I also believe that as long as we work together and jointly promote sustainable 

development of cities, the future of human beings will surely be bright! Finally, I wish a complete success 

of “2013 Macau International Environment Cooperation Forum & Exhibition”!     

Thank you!  

 


